" COVPANY"
FADE | N:
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY - DRI VEWAY

An ol der nodel car arrives in a cenetery. An ol der wonman
steps out of the car once it has parked and anbl es towards
t he grassy graveyard. Wen she arrives at one particul ar
grave, she notices that a bundle of flowers and weeds have
been pl aced at the stone.

OLDER WOVAN
Only a man woul d naeke a bouquet |ike
t hat .

She | ooks up, wondering just what man it coul d have been,
and sees a G RL (perhaps of Native American descent) near
anot her grave, silent. Actually, the girl is in her twenties.

OLDER WOVAN ( CONT' D)
(tentatively)
Did you see anyone at this one?

The girl doesn't respond inmediately, in fact, she doesn't
nove.

OLDER WOVAN (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
She must be crazy or dunmb. | shoul dn't
have sai d anyt hi ng.

G RL
There was a man who stopped over
t here.

The ol der woman |istens and begins to approach the girl.

G RL (CONT' D)
Then, she wal ked over to the
mausol eum

OLDER WOVAN
Mm It nust've been that Ll oyd
Medl ey: his brother, Homer, is in
t he mausol eum

G RL
| don't know anyone there.

As she arrives at the girl's location, the ol der woman | ooks
at the DATE on the G RL'S FATHER S STONE.

OLDER WOVAN
| was born in 1917, too.

G RL
| don't really renenber him


Script Note
FIRST VISIT


OLDER WOVAN
Vell, | don't really renenber what
Homer | ooked like, just that he could

yodel .
DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. DIRTY ROOM OF MOTEL - DAY - W NDOW

Only yodeling is heard over what seens to be an enpty room
The window is dirty and allows the white heat to stream

i nside. Qutside, an older man passes by the wi ndow on his
way to the door. He is speaking, but we can only hear
yodeling. He is |ooking back fromwhere he cane, notioning
to another to conme inside. He wal ks in, obviously snelling a
terrible but necessary snell. He bends down beside the bed,
and the body of a man can be seen on the floor. Its armis
stiff. Now, fromoutside, two nore nmen wal k through the door
into the room

OLDER WOVAN (V. Q)
He was a street w no.

DI SSOLVE TO
BACK TO SCENE

The woman still speaks with the girl.
G RL
| think I remenber ny dad used to
whistle. | was very young.
OLDER WOMAN (V. Q)
The poor girl.
G RL

| want to bring nmy girls out here
too, but I"'mafraid they would just
run around and flatten the graves. |
woul d just hate that.

OLDER WOVAN
I know.
G RL
GQuess that isn't a problemat the
mausol eum
OLDER WOVAN
No- no.

DI SSOLVE TO


Script Note
FLASHBACK ONE

Script Note
FLASHBACK TWO


INT. OLD CAR - EARLY EVENI NG - BACKSEAT

The girl rides with a boy (Homer) in the back of an old car.
They are anxi ously separate.

OLDER WOVAN (V. Q.)
He coul d have been ny husband. Honer
coul d have been sonething. He just
fell inwth..

Hysterical sobbing fromthe girl (o.s.) drowns out the rest
of the woman's words.

CUT TO
BACK TO SCENE - CLOSE ON WOVANS FACE

AGRL (OS.)
"Your daddy's drowned," she kept
saying. But you don't understand
t hi ngs when you're a kid...and you
don't understand things |ater.

OLDER WOVAN
(trying to synpathize)
Then there's Honer who |ived through
t he second world war and then died
in California, a pure alcoholic.

TWDO SHOT - THE WOVEN
The woman shakes her head, enphasizing her strained point.
The girl reclines beside the ol der woman. CAMERA DCOLLIES IN

toward woman. W<ith another rush of Honer, the ol der woman
tries to speak but cannot. She is al nost choking with nenory.

DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. PORCH - AFTERNOON - PORCH SW NG

The girl and boy are on swing during a stage of their
courtship. The girl looks at the boy as if she is going to
speak, but doesn't.

GRL (V.Q)
| canme out here the day of ny divorce.
| have been com ng out here ever
since then. Once | fell asleep and
t he caretaker cane over to me and
asked if I was alright. O course, |
said yes.

(beat)

I want to ask himwhat is going to
becone of me and ny girls...There's
another man ready to step in, but
there's no confort in just picking

( MORE)


Script Note
FLASHBACK THREE


GRL (V.O) (CONT' D)
up with the next one that cones al ong.
| gotta think of ny girls.
DI SSOLVE TO
BACK TO SCENE

The girl tilts her head as if to pray. The ol der wonman becones
uneasy.

OLDER WOMAN (V. Q)
I think she's praying.
(now al oud)
|'ve got peonies to put out.

The woman gets up and | ooks tentatively at the girl. She
wal ks toward her husband's grave.

OLDER WOVAN (V. Q.) (CONT' D)

I always feel like I'm stepping on

someone.
The worman reads the grave.
| NSERT - GRAVESTONE
It reads "ONE | SLAND AMONG MANY. "
BACK TO SCENE
The woman turns toward the girl, she is gone.
CEMETERY DRI VEWAY
A red car |eaves the cenetery.

FADE TGO

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY - SINK
LI oyd (the older (live) man fromthe notel) |eans agai nst
the counter of the older woman's kitchen as she divides a
bunch of flowers into two portions. Lloyd quietly |ooks out
t he wi ndow of the front door. The worman hands hima bundl e,
neatly separated and ready for the cenetery.

LLOYD
They were roarers, those two...



The ol der woman silently turns on the faucet to fill up a
gl ass of water.

CUT TO
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY - WATER SPI GOT

The ol der woman fills her watering can at the cenetery's
spi got.

OLDER WOVAN
(to herself)
What did | do? Whatever did I do?
DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. / EXT. OLDER WOVAN S HOUSE - LATE AFTERNOON - HANDHELD
The HUSBAND, in a drunken rage, puts china cups into a wooden
box. He wal ks with the box out through the foyer and the
front door. Once he | eaves the house, he begins scream ng
and finally smashes the cups on the sidewal k. One person
from across the street, |ooks on.
MONTAGE
A.) A KNI TTI NG NEEDLE MAKES ANOTHER STROKE.

B.) A MANS HAND ALLOAS H S MOUTH TO TAKE A DRAG OF A
Cl GARETTE.

C.) ANOTHER DAY, THE WOVAN DEALS OQUT THE PLATES COCLLY AND
RETURNS TO THE KI TCHEN.

DI SSOLVE TO
BACK TO SCENE - CEMETERY - OLDER WOVAN
The watering can is full. Slow drops rupture the flesh-Iike
top of the liquid. The ol der woman readi es herself to pick
up the can. The nausol eum appears in front of her. She sees
HOVERS NAMEPLATE. She sees the LOCKED wr ought-iron door.
OLDER WOVAN
(to herself)
Suppose the relatives have keys.
She continues to wal k and eventually clears the mausol eum
CUT TGO
HUSBANDS GRAVESTONE

The ol der woman | ooks down upon her husband's grave. She
sees her place on the NAVEPLATE.


Script Note
FLASHBACK FOUR


OLDER WOVAN (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Wiy did | do it? How...denied him
this small confort...| bought the
other site at Oceanside and | told
him Al he could say was "throw
your ol d bones in the ocean for al
| care."

DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. FUNERAL HOMVE - DAY - AWNI NG

A hearse pulls out from beneath the awning of the funeral
honme, while we hear the sounds of the ocean. The sounds carry
over when we

CUT TO
BACK TO SCENE - CLOSE ON OLDER WOVAN
She stares o.s., then takes a drink fromthe watering can.

HUSBAND (V. Q.)
Have you been out there?

OLDER WOMAN (V. Q.)
(accepting)
| have.

CEMETERY - DRI VEWAY I N B. G

The ol der woman gat hers her things and noves toward the car.
She stops and turns to inspect the decoration.

| NSERT - FLOWERS
There is an eerie light on the flowers. They seemartificial.
BACK TO SCENE

OLDER WOVAN (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
They seemlike | don't nean it.

She steadily steps toward her car and clinbs in. She waits
and then starts the engine.

FADE TO
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY - DRI VEWAY

The ol der woman wal ks into the graveyard from her car. She
noves to in front of her husband's grave. Behind her, the
girl has just arrived. She is dressed as if she has cone
from church. She goes to her father's grave.

OLDER WOVAN (V. Q.)
Maybe she just got back from church...


Script Note
FLASHBACK FIVE

Script Note
SECOND VISIT


The ol der woman bends over to renove the dead flowers from
t he vase. She dunps out the acrid water.

OLDER WOVAN ( CONT' D)
(to herself)
Rot t en.
DI SSOLVE TO
SERI ES OF SHOTS
A.) CAR PASSES A BROMN SUMVER FI ELD

B.) TWO YOUNG MEN AND ONE WOVAN SIT QU ETLY IN CAR ( YOUNG
HOVER, G RL, YOUNG HUSBAND) .

C.) CAR HOOD OPEN, YOUNG HUSBAND FANS OVERHEATED RADI ATOR.
D.) HOVER AND G RL WALKI NG DOWN ROAD, IN B. G

E.) CLOSE ON HUSBAND POURI NG WATER FROM BI G GLASS JUG | NTO
THE RADI ATOR. THE WATER SPI LLS OVER THE EDGES OF THE

RADI ATOR S MOUTH.

THREE SHOT

The three stand in front of the car with its hood cl osed.

CLOSE ON HUSBAND

The husband drinks fromthe jug. Discolored water flows down
hi s neck.

CLOSE ON G RL
The jug is passed to the girl. She drinks and gags.
CLOSE ON HOVER

The jug is passed to Honer, who still is |aughing. He drinks
and has difficulty swal | ow ng.

THREE SHOT

The husband finally takes the jug again and drinks. As they
get into the car

DI SSOLVE TO
BACK TO SCENE - TWO WOMVEN AT RESPECTI VE GRAVESTONES

YOUNG HOVER (V. Q.)
Jesus save ne fromwater like that...

The ol der woman | ooks at the girl. She has no flowers.


Script Note
FLASHBACK SIX


OLDER WOVAN
Don't you want sone flowers for your
f at her?

Startled, the girl finally nods. The ol der wonman hands a
bunch one-half the size of her former bunch to the girl. The
girl sniffs them

G RL
| |ove carnations.

The girl begins to dig into the earth, in front of her
father's gravestone.

OLDER WOVAN
(a bit horrified)
Wait, don't!

The ol der woman hustl es back to her paper bag at her husband's
grave. She renoves a glass jar.

PATH TO WATER SPI GOT
The ol der woman and the girl wal k toward the mausol eum
SPI GOT

The two fill the jar wwth water and begin to wal k toward the
mausol eum

MAUSCLEUM

Once they reach the corner of the mausol eum the ol der wonman
points to where Honer's ashes lie.

OLDER WOVAN ( CONT' D)
There's Honer.

The girl lifts the flowers fromher jar and pours water into
Honmer's vase. She then puts two of her carnations into the
vase.

G RL
One fromnme, one fromyou

The two wonen wal k back toward the gravestones. W HEAR t he
OCEAN in the b.g. As they disappear into the distance,

OLDER WOVAN (V. Q.)
| wonder what she would say about mny
ot her place of rest...
GRAVESI TES - TWD SHOT

The girl turns to speak first.



G RL
My daddy | et nme know today, |'m not
for sale. |'ve been com ng here asking

hi m what |1' m supposed to do with ny
l[ife. He told ne I'm..

CUT TO
G RL - ELS

The girl is seen as if suddenly nmuch further fromthe ol der
woman.

G RL (CONT' D)
(conti nui ng)
.Free...
CLOSE ON OLDER WOVAN
Her reaction seens to say that she's hurt.

GRL (OS.) (CONT' D)
..and 1"mgoing to stay free.

The CAMERA TILTS to see the girl's hand placing the jar of
flowers at her father's headstone.

OLDER WOMAN (O. S.)
tit

There. That's better, isn' ?

OLDER WOVMAN S HUSBAND S GRAVESI TE
The ol der woman anbl es back toward the grave.

ARL (OS.)
Yes, yes it is.

The ol der woman | ooks back to the girl.

OLDER WOVMAN S POV - CEMETERY DRI VEWAY

The girl is halfway back to her car. The girl waves.
BACK TO SCENE - OLDER WOVAN

She | ooks longingly to the girl.

OLDER WOMAN (V. Q)
['1'l never see her again.

She begins to wave goodbye.
CLDER WOMAN' S POV - CEMETERY DRI VEWAY

The girl's car is already heading out of the driveway.



10.
BACK TO SCENE - CRAVESI DE FLOAERS I N JAR
FADE TO
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY - DRI VEWAY

The ol der woman's car heads into the cenetery. Once it stops,

t he ol der woman gets out and wal ks hal fway to her husband's
grave. She stops to turn and | ook at the area in which the
girl usually parks her car. There is no car. The ol der woman's
hands hold no flowers. She has no paper bag. The nmausol eum

is seen in the b.g.

CEMETERY - NEW FI ELD

The ol der woman | ooks at the new field being cleared for new
graves.

OLDER WOVAN ( CONT' D)
(to herself)
I"mglad she's not here.

The ol der woman begins again to wal k toward her husband's
grave.

SHED - CARETAKER

A caretaker enmerges fromthe cenetery's groundskeepi ng shed.
He turns on the water for the sprinklers and re-enters the
shed.

HUSBAND S GRAVE - OLDER WOVAN

She sits in front of her husband's grave. She discreetly
| ooks to one side.

OLDER WOMAN' S POV - DESERTED CEMETERY
There is no one there.
BACK TO SCENE - OLDER WOVAN

She lies back onto the grave and stretches out her |egs. She
cl oses her eyes. The afternoon sun is orange on her face. W
HEAR CHI LDREN PLAYI NG and the whit-whit noise of the

SPRI NKLER. The CAMERA CRANES IN to CU.

OLDER WOVAN ( CONT' D)
You bought a place here for ne, and
that's what you wanted. That's what
| want, too.

Now seen from overhead, the ol der woman's eyes open with a
start. There are no sounds of children or sprinklers, only

t he OCEAN. The worman tries to raise herself in a "lady-Iike"
manner. A LIGHT M ST blows into her face. Behind her, the
gravestones reach into the vastness of vision.


Script Note
THIRD VISIT


11.
She struggles to her feet. She is startled again.
OLDER WOMAN' S POV - GROUNDSKEEPI NG SHED

The caretaker is snoking in the doorway of the shed. Slowy,
t he snmoke draws from his sm rking nouth.

BACK TO SCENE

The ol der woman smles wearily and begins to rai se her hand
i's recognition.

CARETAKER (O S.)
You okay there, Ms. Medley?

She sm | es and responds quickly.

OLDER WOMAN
Yes, yes.

OLDER WOMAN' S POV - CARETAKER
He stares at the ol der woman.

FADE QUT.
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